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Commonwealth Master’s and PhD Scholarships 
 

Introduction 

The Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the UK (CSC) provides the UK 
government’s Commonwealth scholarship scheme led by international development objectives. 
Since 1960, the CSC has funded over 30,000 individuals to study in the UK and gain skills, 
acquire knowledge and build networks to tackle global development challenges. 
 
The Commonwealth Equality Network has been invited by the Commonwealth Scholarship 
Commission to nominate 10 candidates for Master’s programs and 5 candidates for PhD 
programs. This opportunity will provide a fully funded scholarship to individuals working with or 
within LGBTI+ communities across the Commonwealth from low- and middle-income countries. 
Please also note that in line with the commitments made at the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2024, the Commission particularly welcomes applications from 
Small Island Developing States. 
 
The CSC is open for applications from candidates wishing to receive a scholarship for 
master’s or PhD programs starting in 2027 between 08 September 2026 and 20 October 
2026.  
 

Click here to apply for a Master's Scholarship 
 

Click here to apply for a PhD Scholarship 
 

 
The Scholarships 

Funded by the UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, Commonwealth Master’s 
Scholarships and Commonwealth PhD Scholarships enable talented and motivated individuals 
to gain the knowledge and skills required for sustainable development and are aimed at those 
who could not otherwise afford to study in the UK. 
 
By attracting individuals with outstanding talent and identifiable potential from all backgrounds 
and supporting them to become leaders and innovators on returning to their home countries, the 
scholarships combine sustainable development with the UK’s national interest and provide 
opportunities for international partnerships and collaboration. 
 
For more details about the financial assistance available for Master’s Scholarships please click 
here and for PhD scholarships please click here. 
 
 

 

https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-masters-scholarships/
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-phd-scholarships-for-least-developed-countries-and-fragile-states/
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-masters-scholarships/
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-phd-scholarships-for-least-developed-countries-and-vulnerable-states/


 
 
How to Apply 
Applications open on Tuesday 8 September 2026. All applications must be fully completed and 
submitted by 16.00 (UK time) Tuesday 20 October 2026 using the process below. Applications 
cannot be accepted after this date. 
 
To be considered for nomination by The Commonwealth Equality Network, there are three 
stages to completing your application: 
 
Stage one: Submit your application to the Commonwealth Scholarships Commission 
 
1.1​Candidates must apply using the CSC’s online application system which can be found on the 

CSC website. Each scholarship has a ‘How to apply’ section which will have information and 
guidance on the application process and the link to the online application system. The CSC 
is unable to accept any applications that are not submitted via the online application 
system or after the closing date listed above. 
 

1.2​Candidates must identify The Commonwealth Equality Network as their nominating agency   
on the online CSC application system in order for the application to be supported by The 
Commonwealth Equality Network. 
 

1.3​Applicants must ensure that applications are completed in full - including ensuring that all 
supporting documentation, such as transcripts and references are correct, meet the 
requirements set out by CSC, and are successfully uploaded. 

 
Stage two: Complete supplementary question 
 
In addition, to be eligible for nomination by The Commonwealth Equality Network, candidates 
must complete a separate supplementary question. The supplementary question is:  
 
"Drawing on your own country or region, describe one or two specific challenges currently faced 

by LGBTI+ individuals, and explain how these are shaped by the particular legal, cultural, 
religious, or political context you work in. Describe a specific example of your own work or 

involvement in addressing this challenge — including where and when it took place, who you 
worked with, and what changed (or didn't) as a result. Explain how this scholarship will support 

the next stage of your work in this specific context." 
 
Your response should be no more than 1,000 words and should use concrete and 
specific examples. Please send your supplementary question in Word format to the 
email found below. 
 
Stage three: Notifying The Commonwealth Equality Network and submitting your 
supplementary question 
 
To be eligible for nomination by The Commonwealth Equality Network, candidates must: 
 

●​ Notify The Commonwealth Equality Network that they have submitted their application 
via CSC’s online system. 

●​ Share their Applicant ID with The Commonwealth Equality Network. This number can be 
found in the confirmation email sent after the application has been submitted on the 
online system. 

 

https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships-and-fellowships/


 

 

 
●​ Share their response to the supplementary question with The Commonwealth Equality 

Network in Word format. 
 
These should be emailed to The Commonwealth Equality Network at 
tcen.secretariat@kaleidoscopetrust.com by 16.00 GMT on 20 October 2026. 
 
Please note we are unable to accept any applications that are not submitted in compliance with 
the process above, or that are submitted after the deadline. 
 
 
CSC Eligibility Criteria for Commonwealth Master’s and PhD Candidates 

To apply for these scholarships, you must: 
 

●​ Be a citizen of or have been granted refugee status by an eligible Commonwealth 
country, or be a British Protected Person. 

●​ Be permanently resident in an eligible Commonwealth country. 
●​ Be available to start your academic studies in the UK by the start of the UK academic 

year in September 2027. 
●​ By September 2027, hold a first degree of at least upper second class (2:1) honours 

standard, OR a second-class degree (2:2) and a relevant postgraduate qualification 
(usually a Master’s degree). The CSC would not normally fund a second UK Master’s 
degree. If you are applying for a second UK Master’s degree, you will need to provide 
justification as to why you wish to undertake this study. 

●​ Be unable to afford to study in the UK without this scholarship. 
●​ Provide full transcripts detailing all your higher education qualifications including to-date 

transcripts for any qualifications you are currently studying (with certified translations if 
not in English) – uploaded to the online application system. 

●​ Provide references from at least two individuals. 
 
Additional requirements for PhD candidates only: 
 

●​ NOT be registered for a PhD, or an MPhil leading to a PhD, at a UK university or in your 
home country before September/October 2027. 

●​ Provide a supporting statement from a proposed supervisor in the UK from at least 
one of the institutions named on your application form.  

 
Candidates are advised to review the full eligibility requirements available on the CSC 
website. 
 
Full eligibility requirements for PhD candidates are available by selecting the applicant eligibility 
tab at: 
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-phd-scholarships-for-least-developed-cou
ntries-and-vulnerable-states/ 

 

mailto:tcen.secretariat@kaleidoscopetrust.com
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-phd-scholarships-for-least-developed-countries-and-vulnerable-states/
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-phd-scholarships-for-least-developed-countries-and-vulnerable-states/


 
Full eligibility requirements for Master’s candidates are available by selecting the applicant 
eligibility tab at: 
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-masters-scholarships/ 
 

 
Selection Criteria 

The CSC will make the final selection of candidates. The CSC seek candidates of the highest 
academic quality who demonstrate a real capacity to make a difference to their home 
country on completion of their award. The CSC's selection committee will grade applications 
on the following criteria: 

●​ Academic merit of the candidate (including academic background) 
●​ Quality of the study plan 
●​ Potential impact of the work on the development of the candidate's home country 

 
In addition, to be nominated by The Commonwealth Equality Network candidates must:  
 

●​ Demonstrate in their application the direct and applied relevance of their study to 
development in their home country. Candidates should make any such links explicit in 
their applications. 

●​ Demonstrate an understanding of the human rights of LGBTI+ people. 
●​ Demonstrate how their proposed area of study will support the rights of LGBTI+ people 

and improve their development outcomes. 
 
The CSC invites around three times more nominations than scholarships available, therefore 
nominated candidates are not guaranteed a scholarship. Being nominated by the Network does 
not guarantee a scholarship, nor does membership in the Network offer any preferential 
treatment in the selection process. All nominated candidates will be assessed on their individual 
merits, with the final decision made by the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission. 
 
There are no quotas for scholarships for any individual country. Details of the CSC's selection 
criteria are available on the CSC’s website, this along with other advice on completing an 
application form can be viewed here: https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/advicetoapplicants 
 
How to Strengthen Your Application 

There are a number of things candidates should do to ensure their applications are strong: 
  

●​ Closely review all advice, guidance and instructions on the CSC website. Useful 
information is available here:  

o​ https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/advice-for-applicants/ 
o​ https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/commonwealth-scholarships-frequently-asked-questions/  

 
●​ Ensure that your application clearly illustrates the impact of your proposed work on the 

development of your home country and aligns with the development impacts set out by 
the CSC. 

 
 
 

●​ Your supplemental question should demonstrate your deep understanding of the rights of 
LGBTI+ people, concrete and specific examples of your work and involvement with 
LGBTI+ communities, and should clearly demonstrate how your proposed study will 
benefit LGBTI+ communities, their rights, and development outcomes. Answers that 

 

https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/advice-for-applicants/
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/commonwealth-scholarships-frequently-asked-questions/


 

 

 
demonstrate a deep understanding of LGBTI+ rights and include concrete and specific 
examples will be viewed more favourably than those that rely on generalities. 

●​ Avoid the excessive or inappropriate use of AI. This may be flagged during 
assessment and may be detrimental to your application. 

●​ Ensure that all required supporting documents are correct, meet the requirements set 
by CSC, and are included at the time of submission of your online application on the 
CSC website. This includes: 

o​ Proof of citizenship or refugee status in an eligible Commonwealth country 
o​ Full transcripts detailing all higher education qualifications, including to-date 

transcripts for any courses currently being studied, with certified translations if not 
in English.  

o​ At least two references that are signed and on institutional letterhead. 
o​ Supporting statement from a UK supervisor (for PhD candidates only). 

●​ Failure to submit the correct supporting documentation in the correct format via the 
online system, that meet the requirements set out by the CSC, will result in your 
application being disqualified.  

●​ We strongly encourage you not to leave your application to the last minute. Technical 
issues with the online system can and do occur and late applications cannot be 
accepted, even if due to technical difficulties. 

●​ The Commonwealth Equality Network is only able to consider applicants who have 
submitted their online CSC application and submitted the supplementary question 
and their Applicant ID to the Network before the deadline using the process set out 
above. 

 
Contact us  

●​ Visit the commonwealth Scholarship Commission’s website 

●​ Find the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission on LinkedIn ​
 

Please note that all applicants are recruited in line with the CSC’s anti-fraud policy and 
procedure which can be viewed here. 

The Commonwealth Equality Network is hosted by Kaleidoscope Trust, all applicants are 
recruited in line with its anti-fraud and anti-corruption policies. 

 
Further general conditions, information and guidelines can be found on the CSC website. 

 

https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships-and-fellowships/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cscuk/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/csc-in-the-uk-anti-fraud-policy-and-procedure
https://commonwealthequality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/KT014-PP-Anti-Fraud-Policy.pdf
https://commonwealthequality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/KT003-PP-Anti-Corruption-and-Bribery-Policy.pdf
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/
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